DISGRACE   ABOUNDING
Remains that tiny, easternmost tongue of land called, in the
old Czechoslovak state, 'Ruthenia5. At the moment it is called
either 'Carpathian Russia' or 'Carpathian Ukraine*, which, is
not quite clear, though the difference is important. The difference
is, broadly, that some of the inhabitants consider themselves,
culturally, part of the great Russian family beyond the Car-
pathians, and want their own little Republic within the Czecho-
slovak state. The others feel that they belong to the Ukrainian
race of 40,000,000 people, now lying partly under Polish and partly
under Russian rule, and they dream of a great Ukrainian state
under German tutelage. The respective strength of these groups —
the 'Great Russians' would sooner belong to Hungary than to
Ukraine —- and what they want does not matter much, because
the aims and interests of Germany will decide the issue.
This is why the remote Carpathian Ukraine, let us say, with its
half a million marooned mountaineers, is one of the most impor-
tant strips of land in Europe to-day. It is the springboard for
Germany's future eastward jump. When Czechoslovakia was
being dismembered, Poland and Hungary both demanded,
clamorously, that Carpathian Ukraine should be divided between
them, so that they should have a common frontier.
This was an anti-German move. It meant that the ruling classes
in both countries saw the German eastward drive coming and
wanted to join hands and put up a barrier against it, in their own
interest. When Czechoslovakia appealed to Italy and Germany
to arbitrate, Italy, the friend of Hungary and Poland, did succeed
in forcing Germany to give Hungary a substantial slice of Car-
pathian Ukraine, namely, all the arable land in the south, the
big towns to which the plain peasants in the south used to bring
their foodstuffs, geese and pigs to market, and the east-to-west rail-
way connecting them all. Remained half a million woodsmen and
mountaineers in valleys separated by a chain of north-to-south
mountains, like the ribs of a spine with, no inter-communications,
no markets, no rail connection and only the scantiest road con-
nection with the rest of Czechoslovakia.
Economically, as these people would have starved unless kept
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